[Analysis of HLA-DRB1 allele in patients with chronic bronchitis].
To study the difference in HLA-DRB1 allele frequencies between patients with simple chronic bronchitis and with coal worker's pneumoconiosis (CWP) complicated with chronic bronchitis. HLA-DRB1 allele frequencies were measured in 37 patients with simple chronic bronchitis and 33 with CWP complicated with chronic bronchitis of Han ethnicity in Shanxi Province using polymerase chain reaction with sequence specific primer, in comparison with those in normal population of the same province. Allele frequency of HLA-DRB1 * 120X was 24.32% in those with simple chronic bronchitis, and that of HLA-DRB1 * 040X was 22.73% in those with CWP complicated with chronic bronchitis, significantly increased than that in normal people with both P < 0.01. There was no significant difference in other alleles between the three groups. It suggests that in Han ethnicity of Shanxi Province HLA-DRB1 * 120X allele frequency is associated with simple chronic bronchitis and that of HLA-DRB1 * 040X is associated with CWP complicated with chronic bronchitis.